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A Bald Hero in Sendai

By: James Chaplin (Yamamoto ALT)

One day, I was walking in Sendai and found a statue. I was surprised to see
his cute face smiling at me. “Why are you here?” I asked. He kept smiling. “You
are famous! Aren’t you busy?” I asked again. I could not believe I was meeting
the most famous bald hero in Japan.

I learned about Anpanman when I came to Japan. In America, most heroes
are muscular and strong, like Superman or Captain America. Anpanman is
smaller than these superheroes but he has helped many people. His TV show
reminds me that the size of a hero is not important.

You can see this hero when you go to Sendai at Sendai Station. Have you
ever noticed him before? If you have not met him yet, please don’t worry. I am

sure that you will meet the bald hero soon. (142 words)
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Questions
|  Where did Mr. Jomes see the statue?

2 How is Anpanman different from heroes in America?

3  What does Anpanman’s TV show remind Mr. James of?

% Mr. James talked about Anpanman as well as some other heroes from America,

now we want to hear about your favorite heroes!

Who do you think is the most famous hero in Japan? Why?

Who is your favorite hero? Why do you like him(her)?

What do you think is the most important quality* of a hero?
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Questions

I Where did Mr. James see the statue?
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() He saw the statue in Sendai at Sendai Station.

2 How is Anpanman different from heroes in America?
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(1) He is smaller than American superheroes (like Superman or Captain America).

3  What does Anpanman’s TV show remind Mr. James of?
TUINIRIDTLUEBHET. Y MR SEEIFAICRAANINEIH?
(f5]) It reminds him that the size of a hero is not important.
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I think Japan's most popular hero is Anpanman. Everyone in Japan knows and loves

Anpanman!
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My favorite hero is Spiderman. I think he has cool abilities, and is very funny.
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I think heroes should always be kind and have courage.
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YHeroes aren't limited to those with super powers. Some heroes change the world, others can

change a small group of people’s lives. In most parts of the world there are many heroes from
history we may never learn about. For example, many people in Singapore may see Lee Kuan
Yew as a historic hero because of how he transformed Singapore’s economy. Harriet Tubman is
considered a hero in American history because she led many slaves to freedom through the
Underground Railroad. In Japan there are many heroes as well that people around the world
probably don't know about. All of them have incredible stories, but unless we learn about them
from others, we may never hear about them. Next time you see you're ALT, try asking them if
they can share some heroes from their countries history with you. Then try sharing a few heroes
with them from Japan'’s history as well!



